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a Mr. Fleming, whom, with his beautiful wife, I met this
evening at the President's house.

Seward was not at the Cabinet to-day. I brought for-
ward the subject of the test oath, and McCulloch says he
has prepared a letter which he will show me. Dennison is
to prepare one also.

On the subject of the Fenians there was less inclination
to converse, but the subject was referred to the Attorney-
General to send circulars to the District Attorneys, etc. I
suggested that the Administration should show a solid
front, and, therefore, General Grant should send a com-
munication. To this Stanton demurred. It would neces-
sarily come through his Department, and he would be
openly committed.

March 14, Wednesday. Secretary McCulloch sent me his
letter this morning on the subject of the test oath, to read
and criticize. It is in the main very well done. I would
have proposed some alterations, but, on making one or two
suggestions as feelers, I perceived he had the usual sens-
itiveness in regard to his own production and, therefore,
desisted. My course differs from his in this respect, for in
public communications I want criticism from friends until
the document is signed and has gone from me.

I called upon him with the paper, and we had a talk on
subjects generally. The communication of Clarke, Comp-
troller of the Currency, was printed this A.M. in the Intel-
ligencer. It is a piece of impertinence and insubordination
which deserves rebuke, prompt and summary. I advised
McCulloch to have his scalp off before sundown. He is
more forbearing; says that is what Clarke wishes.

March 16, Friday. A quiet Cabinet-meeting with no-
thing of interest discussed. Dennison read his communica-
tion on the test oath- It is less vigorous and pertinent than
McCulloch's, but will do as a backer. McCulloch showed
me a letter from Henry Ward Beecher to Defrees in which